156     LAY OF THE LAST MINSTREL.
'For I am siker that ther ben sciences
By which men maken dyverse apparences,
Which as the subtile tregetoures playen.
For ofte at festes have I herd seyen,
That tregetoures, withinne an halle large,
Had made in come water and a barge,
And in the halle rowen up and doun.
Som tyme hath semed come a grym leoun;
Som tyme a castel al of lym and ston,
And when hem liked, voyded it anon.'
Franklins Tale, 11. 411-420.
It was a spell of exactly the same kind that the goblin page learned
from Michael Scott's mighty book, and made such liberal use of at
Branksome.
1.108. a skeeling=a shepherd's hut,{spelt shieling in Campbell's
O'Connor's Child, st. 3.* See Skeat under sheal.
1. 124. -who gave the stroke. Scott quotes from an amusing
letter by Dr. Henry More, prefixed to Glanville's 'Saducismus
Triumphatus,' showing that the superstition had not died out among
educated men in the seventeenth century.
1.140. Gramarye, magic. This mysterious-looking word is merely
a form off grammar,' Fr. grammaire, and points to a time when all
book-learning was viewed with suspicion.
• 1. 155. dissolved tlie spell. ' It is a firm article of popular
faith, that no enchantment can subsist in a living stream. Nay, if
you can interpose a brook betwixt you and witches, spectres, or
even fiends, you are in perfect safety. Bums's inimitable Tarn d
Shanter turns entirely upon such a circumstance. The belief seems
to be of antiquity. Brompton informs us that certain Irish wizards
could, by spells, convert earthen clods or stones into fat pigs, which
they sold in the market, but which always reassumed their proper
form when driven by the deceived purchaser across a running stream.
But Brompton is severe on the Irish for a very good reason. " Gens
ista spurcissima non solvunt decimas."— Chronicon Johannis Bromp-
ton apud decent Scriptures, p. 1076.''—scott.
1.157. vilde, a corruption of vile, often used by Spenser as an
archaism, and common in the Elizabethan drama. g But'tis too vild
a question.*—' A Fair Quarrel,1 ii. i. 34.
1. 206. Tbaa-dogv Scott here calls the bloodhound a ban-dog, but
at 1.404 he speaks of bloodhounds and bandogs, as if they were
different sorts.

